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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O! Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Pursuant to the requirements of 37 CFR §§ 1.56, L97, and 1.98, the Applicant 
hereby submits this Information Disclosure Statement which includes a completed Form 
PTO/SB/08A and copies of the references listed thereon. For the Japanese document JP 05- 
078954 listed on the Form, also an English Abstract is provided herewith. 

This application was filed with the United States Patent and Trademark Office on 
August 1, 2003 and claims priority to the Japanese Application No. 2002-245384, filed on 
August 26, 2002. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1 450 on January 2 1 , 2004. 



Polly J. Movies 
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3 'BA* jgj The re f erences listed on Form PTO/SB/08A were all cited in the European Search 



ort of the European counterpart patent application No. 03 017 398, wherein JP 05-078954 



is also acknowledged on page 1 of the present application and EP 0 589 830 corresponds to the 
Japanese Application No. JP 06-081251 cited on page 1 of the present application. The references 
are relevant for the reasons given in the European Search Report and/or the present application. 
The Applicant also encloses a copy of the European Search Report. 



submission of this Information Disclosure Statement, as it is being submitted before the mailing 
date of the first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, the Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, which may be required to Deposit 
Account No. 23-0650. One original and two (2) copies of this Information Disclosure Statement 
are enclosed. 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3), no fees are believed to be due with the 



Respectfully submitted, 



WEBB ZIESENHEIM LOGSDON 
ORKIN & HANSON, P.C. 



By. 
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Regfstration No. 34,219 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1818 
Telephone: 412-471-8815 
Facsimile: 412-471-4094 
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l Unique citation designation number. : See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
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